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Executive Summary 



Introduction 

School libraries play an important role in making information available to students and in 
teaching students how to obtain and use that information. The constant improvement in the 
quality and affordability of personal computers, particularly when coupled with the increase in 
the availability of electronically stored information of all kinds, means that today’s school 
libraries have become far more than simple repositories of books. One scholar suggests that, in 
order to meet the needs of today’s students, school library media specialists “need to develop 
high-tech environments to provide the types of learning experiences that employers will require 
of their employees. Electronic access to local and remote online networks, in-house use of CD- 
ROM databases, and interactive media are necessary for all library media centers” (Graver 
1995). 



This report provides an overview of the current state of school library media centers 1 that 
serve U.S. lOth-graders. The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) Education 
Longitudinal Study of 2002 (ELS:2002) provides comprehensive data from multiple sources on 
school library media centers that served lOth-graders in 2002. ELS:2002 is a longitudinal study 
of a nationally representative sample of 15,525 2 lOth-graders in 752 schools in the United States 
in 2002. The students will likely be followed until about age 30, with the first follow-up in 2004, 
when most of the students will be in the 12th grade. During the high school years, ELS:2002 is a 
multilevel study, involving multiple respondent populations, including students, their parents, 
their teachers, and their schools (from which data are collected from the school principal, the 
school librarian, and a facilities checklist). Obtaining data from multiple respondents provides a 
more comprehensive picture of the home, community, and school environment and the 
influences they have on the student. 

The ELS:2002 library media center survey, administered primarily to school librarians, 
examined various aspects of school libraries — their space, organization, collections, resources, 
staffing, and use. In addition, lOth-graders provided information on their use of and opinions 
about their school libraries. 

Key Findings 

This E.D. TAB summarizes findings for all ELS:2002 schools and students about library 
media centers. Findings for schools are presented by the following school characteristics: school 
sector, school urbanicity, school region, grade span, school enrollment, and the percentage of 
students receiving free or reduced-price lunch in grade 10. Findings for students are presented 
by the following student characteristics: sex, race/ethnicity, socioeconomic status (SES), 
composite achievement test score in grade 10, student’s school sector, student’s school 
urbanicity, and student’s school region. Comparisons by these school and student characteristics 



1 The terms “school library” and “school library media center” are used interchangeably. 

2 This sample size (15,525) includes 163 students who were unable to complete the student questionnaire and 
cognitive tests due to disability, language barriers, etc. However, contextual data are available for these students on 
the ELS:2002 restricted-use data file. They are not on the public-use data file (where the sample size is 15,362). 
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